





CHAPTER 32: THE RACE TOWARDS NO. 2 











KUROTAKI 
ALLIANCE? 
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WHAT? 
00 ርር NOT. 
FROM THE 
KUROTAKI 

ALLIANCE? 











WELL, 
IF THAT'S THE 
CASE, WE DON'T 
REALLY HAVE A 
REASON TO COME 
AFTER YOU. 
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YOU CAME 
INTO MY 
HOUSE AND 
STARTED 
SHIT. DONT 
THINK TLL 
JUST TAKE 
THIS QUIETLY. 






















THAT'S 
THAT’? YOUR FAULT. 
PISS WE WERE 
ANYONE VERY POLITE, 
OFF! SINCE WE'RE 
VISITORS AND 
ALL, BUT 
Your BOYS 
SAID THEY 
/ DIDN'T LIKE 
OUR FACES. 

















IF 
YOU DON'T 
LIKE THAT, 
THEN I'LL 
FIGHT YOU, 
BUT NOW'S 
JUST NOTA 
ФООР TIME. 
WE'RE A BIT 
PREOCCU- 
PIED AT THE 
MOMENT 























YOU GET 
IT, RIGHT? 
WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN IF 
YOU AND I 
FOUGHT 


















ном/ 5 
ТНАТ 
SOUND? 





TLL LOOK 1 


FORWARD 
TO п. 


| 
J! 


z 
147 


























ТЕ YOU 
HAVEN'T 
CHANGED 
YOUR MIND 
BY THE TIME 
WE FINISH 
OUR BUSI- 
NESS HERE, 
THEN WE 
CAN SETTLE 
THINGS 
THEN. І 
PROMISE! 


















ARE ANY 
OF THE 
GUYS IN 
THIS 
KUROTAKI 
ALLIANCE 
LIKE YOU? 
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BUT 
THERE ARE 
TWO GUYS IN 
THIS TOWN 
THAT YOUD 
DO WELL TO 
STAY AWAY 
FROM... 
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FROM 
WHAT I COULD 
SEE, THE FIGHT 
WOULD BE 
CLOSE! WHOEVER 
WINS, JUST 
BARELY TAKES IT. 
WE'LL JUST HAVE 
TO WAIT AND SEE 
WHO THAT'LL 
BE... 






























IF IT WERE 
ME THOUCH, 
I'D KO HIM IN 

THREE 

ROUNDS. KA 

КАКА... 


















































































































































































































































JUST LIKE 
YOU SAID, І 
THINK TM 
GOING TO 
LIKE THIS 
TOWN... FU 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































1-1176 TRUE! 
THIS MORNING, 
WE WERE ON 
OUR WAY TO 




















































IT PROB- 
ABLY SAID 
SOMETHING 
LIKE, "I've 
BEEN A FAN 
OF YOURS 
SINCE WE 
WERE 
FRESH- 
MEN!” OR 
SOME- 
THING... 
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FOR SOME 
REASON, Т 
ee 
HATE мере 
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THIS 15 


TOTAL 
BETRAYAL! 


AL 
RIGHT! 
LET'S 
ፈው HIM! 
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SHUT 
UP! LISTEN 
ТО WHAT 
I'M ABOUT 
TO SAY! 








THIS ISA 
REALLY 
BIG DEAL. 








DOWN AND 
THINK FOR 
A MINUTE. 





ONLY 
HOODLUMS, 
DELINGUENTS, 
AND OTHER 
DIRTY GUYS 
COME AROUND 
HERE... 


















THIS 
SUZURAN 
OF OURS 

HAS ABSO- 
LUTELY 
NOTHING 

TO DO WITH 
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1 See. BUT FOR 
оо OU зё THE FIRST TIME IN 
PLANNING ON THE HISTORY OF 
MAKING MAKO- SUZURAN HIGH, A 

SAN DO ALL THE CONNECTION TO 
HARD WORK GIRLS, NO ል GIRL'S 

teglia dina SCHOOL HAS BEEN 
YOURSELF. Eee nn You 




















SUGIHARA 
MAKOTO HAS 
TURNED OUT 

TO BE OUR 

GREATEST 

TREASURE! 










































І CAN'T 
60 EMPTY- 
HANDED! UH, 
LET'S SEE... 
MAKOTO-KUN 
LIKES SWEETS, 
RIGHT? 












































YEAH! 

I'LL BUY HIM 
A SPONGE CAKE 
OR SOMETHING, 

AND BECOME 

HIS BESTEST 

FRIEND! 














Then | think 
Ш buy him a 
red bean rice 


dumpling! 





















































FAVORITE 
ISN'T 
SWEETS... 
тв SPICY 


FOOD! 













































ALRIGHT! 
тц. GET 
HIM A 
MUSTARD 
ROE! 
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IT REALLY 

OKAY FOR 
US HERE AT 
SUZURAN TO 
60 CHASING 
SKIRTS АТА 

TIME LIKE 








Meanwhile, 
the Kurotaki 
Alliance... 








BUT LIKE WE 
WERE SAYING 
BEFORE, IT 
SEEMS LIKE 
SOMETHING 
BAD IS GOING 
ON WITH THE 
KUROTAKI 
ALLIANCE 
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LISTEN UP! 

FIND THOSE 

TWO JERKS 
AND BEAT 

‘EM DOWN! 

TAKE THEM 
FOR 
















NANAMORI 
WILL BE 
THE ONES 
TO GET 




















THOSE 
TWO! DON'T 
GIVE THEM 

UP ТО 
MARUKEN, 







































































FIRST! IT'S 
‚ GONNA ВЕ 
/) Ue ина 
PESTEOYS 
тнем! 


ШІП 















































Ж |‏ 24۱2829 کال ات 












KUROTAKI, 














B-BUT, 
THE RUMOR 
IS THAT 
WHOEVER 
PUTS AN END 

TO THOSE 
TWO WILL BE 


HEAD OF THE 
ALLIANCE 
























THIS WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TOBEA 
MEETING 
WITH ALL OF 
THE OFFI- 
CERS OF 
THE ALLI- 
ANCE 












































































THIS IS 
EVERY- 
ONE WHO 
CAME 

з 





























ONE DAY, 
SOME OF OUR 
GUYS WERE 
JUST MESSING 
AROUND AND 
TRASHED THE 
MOTORCYCLE 
THAT BELONGED 
TO THIS DUDE 
NAMED PARKO. 
$0 THEY ENDED 
UP FIGHTING 
HIM... 












ONE OF OUR 
GUYS GOT 
SCARED AND 
PULLED A 
KNIFE. HE 
STABBED 
PARKO IN THE 
SHOULDER 





















THOSE 
FIVE GUYS 
ARE COM- 
PLETE MON- 
STERS 


























TWENTY 
GUYS, BUT 
PARKO 
TOOK THEM 
ALL OUT ON 
HIS OWN 
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50 THEN, 
TERU AND 
КИКО, THE 




































































THOSE WE UNDER- 
TWO ESTIMATED 
ARE TEN IN нас 

BEGINNING, 

MON- ши 

STERS! SCARED... 

ITSA 
PATHETIC 


STORY... 
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BULLDOG | 


ሬ || ይዜ к 
JACK- THOUGHT 

ASSES мер USE THOUGH 

LIKE US YOU GUYS IT’S OUR 
HIS то GET RID 


PROBLEM 


FRIENDS. OF THEM 
AND IN 
RETURN, 
ме... 




































2 WE'LL GO MEET 
Too LATE THEM AND APOLO- 
TO SETTLE GIZE. I DON'T CARE 
THIS. HOW THAT MAKES 

| МЕ LOOK. I'VE 
DECIDED TO FOLLOW 
BULLDOG NO 


MATTER WHAT... 
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THEN I'LL 
GO WITH 
YOU TO 

APOLOGIZE. 

















Ім 
SURE IF 
BULLDOG 
WERE 
HERE, 
HE'D DO 
THE 
SAME 
THING. 









































IF 
THE REST 
OF THE 
ALLIANCE 
MEMBERS 
FIND THEM, 
THEN... 






BUT IF 
THAT'S 
WHAT 
WE'RE 
GONNA DO, 
THEN WE'D 
BETTER 
HURRY, 
BEFORE 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENS. 


















ТНЕМ...ТНЕ 
KUROTAKI 
ALLIANCE 
WILL LOSE! 

















тне 
GUYS IN 
THIS TOWN 
REALLY 
HAVE NO 
MANNERS. 


THEY'RE OFFI- 
CERS OF THE 
KUROTAKI, NOW. 
ARE YOU GOING 

AFTER THEM 
FULLY KNOWING 
THAT? 























WHAT WERE 
YOU PLAN- 
NING ON 
DOING WHEN 
YOU FOUND 
THOSE TWO, 
ANYWAY? 
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IS THIS 
YOUR 
ANSWER 
TO THAT 


THERE'S SOME- 
THING I WANNA 
KNOW. DO YOU 
KNOW WHY WE 
CAME HERE, 
CHASING AFTER 
THOSE ISHII 
BROTHERS? 





























so 


THAT IS THEY'RE 
THE KURO- PINETO 
TAKI ALLI- پټ‎ 
ANCE'S RUNNING 
ANSWER, Зак 
RIGHT? US? AND 
THE 
KUROTAKI 
ALLIANCE 
ARE 
WILLING 
TO MAKE 
ENEMIES 
OF US 


KNOWING 
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LOOKS LIKE 
THE KUROTAKI 
ALLIANCE IS 
AN ORGANI- 
ZATION FILLED 
WITH TRASH. 





































































Yes, 
THERE’S NO 














DAMMIT! MISTAKING 
60 THEY IT! І SAW 
FOUND THEM GOING 
“ЕМ WITH TWO 
FIRST : : GUYS I'VE 
Mar Wren M қ NEVER SEEN 
7 BEFORE 
TOWARDS 
THE WARE- 
HOUSE 
BEHIND THE 


STATION! 
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неў, ASSHOLE, 


WERE YOU THE 
ONE WHO DID 
THAT TO YAGI- 
SAWA? 


























































































END OF "CROWS" VOLUME 9 190 











Armed with some Wild Turkey and other Booze, we 
headed towards the Shinjuku Loft! 


Me, Shigeru, Мапави, Horie, Horie's assis- 
tant Oshishi, and Iseki-san made six of us! № 
Goes without saying that | kept telling 
everyone, 


د 

"You auys realize that ኒ ^ 

if it weren't for me... 
If it weren't for 
me... you Guys'd 
never Be able to 
Meet them, you 
know that, right? 
You can't ever forget that! 
Are you listening? Especially you!" 
| only found out later that no one was listenina... 
We talked to their staff and headed inside. 


Moments later, the lights dimmed, the stage lit up 
with a Bana, and the Loft erupted! 


From the light they emeraed. Shoji, Ichikawa, 


Seizi, and Øki...! 5 hard for me to explain how 
it felt; it was somethina that you feel with your 
воду, with your heart. 


Real rockers like the Beats stay underaround, while 
phonies strut around... This was somethina that 
made me so anary. Lasels that only care about acts 
that do as they're told, regardiess of how leait 
their music is! Consumers that Get caught up in all 
of it! 





Phory is phony. 
And phonies are usually one-hit wonders. 
But the BEATS’ sonas are timeless! 


There isn't a single weak track! 


"Hey! Youna man! Throw that worthless CD away 
and pick up some BEATS" Sure І wasn't Going 
to tell anyone that anytime soon, But | do hope 
that people listen to the BEATS someday! Of 
course | know there are people trying to get 
real rock out into the world. 

If | had known of the BEATS just a Bit earlier 
and heard "Чакизоки dekinai", "Shounen no Hi", 
"Happi Bokkusu wo Sasashite", "Don't Be 
Cool", "Born to Be Happy", | might have 

even Become а mangaka earlier! 


That's what was ОП my mind! 


Al ўза», fea 49 nee? yen 


The most incredible concert came to an end, and 
the after-party Began. The staff called us so we 
went Back inside... 


And we went down the 
stairs...! 


THUMP THUMP... 
THUMP THUMP... 




















Look everyone. Hs the 


i ` WON Th-that's the 
мал” 


К ) We sat at the tale that ٢ ^ 
ም а the staff showed из to... ^ 


"Hello, Ї Oki of the BEATS." 
WH-WHOA! 
мы, (ΚΙ ==, OLR) 


"H-hello, pleased to meet you. - 25) 
м Takahashil", І said, excitedly. 





5. Cat et She АТЕЙ ЕШ 


"Oh, these meatheads tacaed along uninvited." | 
introduced the rest of the Gang and handed over 
the present... That's when the first traitor reared 
his head! Yeah, it was Imamura Shigeru.. 


“These are from me То you all.” 


And with that he handed each member а fun-lookina 
lighter! He had prepared them without telling anyone! 


Veni 1 Can yen ch Kar Фо AP 


| рговаву wasn't the only one who was thinking that! 


“Аге you done yet?!" І was just aBout done scold- 
ING Shigeru when the second traitor revealed 
himself! К was Horie! Drunken out of his Gourd, 
he had taken a seat next to Oki and was laughing 
it up like he was old friends with him! 


“Qooohhhh They're all the same № 


“Horie! Shiaeru's looking for you! And with that I 
interrupted Horie and Oki. Horie, Oki, and myself 
were all the same age so we had a lot of common 
Ground. Music, comics, movies, BOXING, Baseball... 


"We may Be in different mediums, But we're 
Both artists!" Oki told me. That made me so alad 
that | had decided to Become a Manaaka. | was Glad 
that | did Give up my dream... Brother Horie 
рговаву felt the same way. 





6.We Love BEATS? 


Time flies when you're having fun. | talked with 
Oki, Seizi, Ichikawa, and Shoji, and «ot their 
autoaraphs, and even Got my picture taken with 
them! 


"It's like a dream..." Shigeru told me, and it 
really was like a dream. Plus, plus, this was the 
Night that Shigeru actually went to Ichikawa's 
house! HA HA HA! 


We went to the Shinjuku Loft the next night 
too. "We'll come visit you, arms filled with 
Booze, when we can." We told them respect- 
fully. Oki simply answered, "No need to Be so 
formal." He was so emBarrassed that next time 
we simply said, "Hey, Brothers! How you doing?" 
We weren't tryina to Be sycophants, But we 
simply love The Street Beats! And that's why I'd 
like to continue to have a Great relationship 
with them... 


If anyone were to read this and say, "Mayße I'll 
try them out too..." | think that would ве 
awesome. Considering that all of this Began 
with a sinale phone call from a Crows reader... 





SIDE STORY Zr وروح‎ 


To the Beats fans who have aathered at the "Aizu Wakamatsu 
Gendarme", se proud! "Of course | rememser. That place was 
incredisle! They were just as awesome as Tokyo fans or even 
our own hometown, Hiroshima fans! Мауве. even more so!" 





Our meeting with THE BEATS that Besan with 
a tiny little thing. | wanted to remember that day 
(and graa) and so | wrote aßout it here. Shinuma 
(Harry) Miki-san from BEAT BOY, who made all 
Of this possißle with a single letter; Brothers 
Suzukui Takayuki, and Q uji who told Harry asout 
Crows! And Beat Box representative Kawaguchi- 
san, who was not only helpful and accommodatina, 
But went so far as to Get us t-shirts even 
though we were a nuisance. 


Ichikawa’s friend Keisuke, who crashed at lohikawa's 
house. And everyone at THE STREET BEATS 
who were so aracious to us meatheads. Thank you. 
Thank you so much. 


ePhonies will disappear... And the Real will survive... К 
Goes without sayina that Oki and the Street Beats 
will survive! | imagine that they'll Be singing their 
touch sonas in the street somewhere... And so will 
another Band that | truly love, Yokomichi Bouzu. 
Even though it's a different medium, Horie will also 
survive in the comic world... And if these "survivors" 
are to ever gather together (no, they WILL 
eather), | feel like | have to strive so that Oki can 
proudly tell me, "Takahashi, you come too!" 


April, 1993 


€ A bit of information from the manager of “Crows”, Iseki (who was the first 
to get drunk)! The Street Beats will be in Crows Volume 10! That was the 
talk between Takashi-san and Øki... Two different people from two differ- 
ent mediums who respect one another... How great is that? | know that 
they'll both succeed. 


June 11th, 1993 





-THE RETURN OF SPECIAL PROJECT- 


ASSISTANT SHIGERU'S 


y 2» READ THIS IF YOU HAVE THE TIME! 
EI 


THE STREET BEATS + 


L years ago, | heard this band live, got interested in them, bought 
their alium and listened to it over and over... | loved their lyrics, 
their sownd, everythin РАМ non, Um A prisoner of the Beats! 
You should listen to the Beats tov! Aren't you sick of the same old 
love tong’ Listen ἐν the Beats. You'll proliadely, we definitely get 
something ont of it (І swear it). 
سا‎ Any case some time ago, |, a lowly Beats fan, actually partici 
pated in a Beats concert. 
March 26th - 27th, 1993, it happened at the Shinjuku Loft... 
After an incredibile concert, ‘You'll le alele to meet The Beats in 
justa few minntes... | اسو‎ bell you how | felis... ۱١ wad a 
mixture of excitement, nervontuelt, no... those wordt don't do ms 
feelings justice. 1 war thinking akont what | world tay to Dli- 
tan, and if he world listen to me... 
Meri hm cabled me, and | went down the stairs... There were a 
w Falles and they were really there! lt was Wki-tan! Dur Taka- 
hi gang and the Beats were at the same table... It wad like n 
dream. We talked and Arank. Their autographs vend, "Hey 
Brother." Aud Я а-а told me, "We have the same goad. So do 
qu best!" ١ cried. Dw the inside... And as we left, he told на, 
Come tomorrow, if you cam." And that's how we Spent a monder- 
fol wight with the Beats (two of them, actually). 
Everyone at Beats Box who made this possibile, Eanaguchi-san, 
Harıy-san, Talkahashi-kun, and the ሠ Beats!! Thank you so 
much! 
P.S. We'll come Visit you መሠ) and we'll loving ሠ 


THE STREET BEATS кое БАКИ out! 
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-NEW SPECIAL PROJECT- 
ASSISTANT MANABU'S 
bead тые If YOU кафе 


(Ком FANS AND TAKAHASHI HIROSHI FANS AROUND THE COUNTRY, 
HELLO. "М THE THIRD MAN To JoIN THE TAKAHASHI GANG, THE 
INCREDIBLE WEAKLING KISHI MANABU. 


NoT ONLY AM І INCREDIBLY HAPPY JUST To BE WORKING AT THE TAKA- 
HASHI GANG, EVERYDAY HAS BEEN GREAT SINCE | (AME HERE. 


A LITTLE WHILE AGO, OUR 89% (TAKAHASHI HIROSHI) WAS INVITED To 
THE STREET BEATS CONCERT AND AFTER-PARTY, AND Тоок ME ALONG 
WITH HIM. [T'$ HARD FoR ME To EXPLAIN How IT WAS Te MEET THE 
MUSICIANS THAT You LISTEN To EVERYDAY AT WORK. І WASN'T ABLE To 
TALK To THEM THAT MUCH, BUT EVERYONE AT THE BEATS AND ALL ор 
THEIR STAFF WERE GREAT, AND THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE WAS LIKE A 
DREAM. PLUS, | WAS ABLE To GET MY JA(KET AUTOGRAPHED. THIS 
JACKET WILL BE MY PRIZED POSSESSION FoR THE REST ор MY LIFE. 


I'LL Do MY BEST NoT To DRAG DOWN OUR Boss AND ANIKI (IMAN 
SHIGERU), AND ГИ. Do MY BEST To MAKE доор TEA. AND SOMEDAY 
I'LL BECOME A GREAT MANGAKA LIKE OUR Bo$$ AND MAKE A GREAT 


COMI LIKE (ROWS. (APRIL, 1993) 









AFEW NIGHTS 


THAT TRUE, 
SHIGERU-KUN? 








SIGN: TAKAHASHI GANG 


Takahashi Productions, which was built by myself 
and Imamura Shigeru, has welcomed its third man, 
Kishi Manabu! 


We've decided to use this opportunity to make a sign! 
And soon we'll have our fourth man! With this, the 
Takahashi Gang has powered-up! But this doesn’t 
mean that we're going to rush things or be nervous. 
We're going to bring you the same quality work! 
Shigeru! Manabu! Have fun working, and when we're 
done we can meet the Horie Gang and go see the 
Beats and Yokomichi! 


| would like to thank these two who helped finish 
Crows Volume 9, Akita Shoten, the man behind the 
veil who controls the Takahashi Gang, and everyone 
who bought this volume. 
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